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the age of thirteen nearly as much as Milton expected
from his matured students. Mill was reading Thucydides,
Euclid, and algebra at eight, Pindar and conic sections
at nine, trigonometry at ten, Aristotle at eleven, optics
and fluxions at twelve, logic and political economy at
thirteen. He had also by this time written two histories
and a tragedy. There is no reason to suppose that the
studies thus early acquired did not form an integral part
of his mind, or that when*writing Ins standard works on
logic and political economy, or sketching a complete
scheme of education at St. Andrew's, he was not using
the knowledge which he had acquired in these very tender
years.
The physical exercise proposed by Milton for his stu
dents is of an equally practical character, and differs
widely from the laborious toiling at unproductive games,
which is the practice of our own day. With him amusement,
emulation, bodily skill, the cheerfulness of bright com-
panionship, are all pressed into the service of practical
life. Dinner is taken at noon, and about an hour or an
hour and a half before that meal is to be»allowed them
for exercise, and rest afterwards. The first exercise re-
commended is ' the use of the sword, to guard and to
strike safely with edge or point. This will keep them
healthy, nimble, strong, and well ha breath, is also the like-
liest means to make them grow large and tall, and to
inspire them with a gallant and fearless courage/ They
are also to be practised in' all the locks and gripes of wrest-
ling.' After about an hour of such exercise, during the
needful repose which precedes their mid-day meal, they
may f with profit and delight be taken up in recruiting
and composing their travailed spirits with the solemn and
divine harmonies of music, heard or learnt, either while
the skilful organist plies his grave and fancied descant in

